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Eastern Europe, and of Rumania to Hungary and Bulgaria,
while any break-away from the Soviet by the Ukraine would
really turn Russia into an Asiatic Power and would funda-
mentally change the whole Balkan position. Any attempt,
therefore, to provide cut-and-dried schemes, at the present
stage, for solving all outstanding European questions would
be a waste both of time and of paper. The signs of Turkey
and Italy coming to a better understanding were, unfortu-
nately, not fulfilled; yet with mutual goodwill those two
countries could have settled many problems in the Mediter-
ranean. If Signor Mussolini had continued to display those
high qualities of statesmanship which he once seemed to
possess, the Allied Powers would doubtless have been
prepared to consider reasonable Italian claims in a most
generous spirit; indeed the demands for greater representa-
tion on the Board of the Suez Canal and for the control of
the port of Jibuti in the interests of Abyssinian development
might well be met with advantage both to Italy herself and
to the wider cause of world appeasement.

There are certain theorists to-day who would like to im-
pose federal union upon all Europe with one stroke of the
pen. They forget that the failure of the League of Nations
was largely due to the fact that its Covenant demanded for
effective working a far greater sacrifice of individual sove-
reignty than nations were prepared to accept at this period
of human history, so a new League, possessing even wider
compulsory powers under cover of federal union, would
inevitably collapse. The nearest approach to a successful
League of Nations yet known has been the British Common-
wealth, and our system has taken years to evolve. We have
shown that it is possible for diverse peoples, spread over vast
territories, to enjoy freedom and peace beneath a common
flag, while sharing a common destiny, and from the success
of what Disraeli described as *Imperium et libertas5 others
might learn many valuable lessons. It would, of course, be
absurd to assume that the British form of development could
be applied indiscriminately to Europe, and indeed our
example would have found little favour there in past years;
but recent events have shown so clearly the perils of extreme